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were seized as blockade runners, their property confiscated and sold, and they themselves subjected to imprisonment and cruel treatment. The case was investigated last summer by Col. Nicodemus of the Signal Corps, who "found that these parties are bona fide refugees, and entitled to compensation for all property taken from them.'* This finding was not approved at the War Department, and the case was sent to General Butler for his remarks. General Butler reviews the case in his trenchant style, declaring that the claimants are all foreign Jews, and that there is no claim in equity or law against the United States to a restoration of the property claimed. "The truth is," says the General, "this trading schooner was to come as near our lines as possible, smuggle across the tobacco and jewelry, and get in return what they could. We had been over and over troubled by just such expeditions. This class of persons, who traded for the Confederacy during three years and sustained its credit, are not the people now to ask favors of the United States, or, shamelessly asked, should be refused." It is understood that this case is to be made the base of attack in Congress upon General Butler, but the documents completely justify him in the seizure and confiscation.
The parties mentioned above as refugees (?) were well known in Easton. They came here shortly after their release by Gen. Butler, and engaged in business until the collapse of the rebellion, when they "pulled up stakes" and in the shortest time possible, made their way back to the land of Chivalry, where, we are well satisfied, they would not have been permitted to remain had not all (rest of clipping lost)
From General Butler to B. 0. Tyler
Jan. 26,1866
I AM much obliged for the interest you have shown in my behalf. You will see that I am right in one instance that has come within your own knowledge. You will, I trust, believe that I am right in others whenever I am unjustly blamed.
Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER
From John N. Harper to General Kempler
Richland Mills, Stafford Co., VIRGINIA, Jan. 2Mh, 1866
DEAB GENERAL: You enquire of me to know who I tliinlf is truly entitled to the credit of the fall of Richmond, Virginia,